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EYFS Overview 2025/26
	Half Term
	Topic Theme
	Key Texts
	UN SDG Links
	Key TEK Competencies
	Focused Areas of Learning

	Autumn 1
	Marvellous Me & My Community
	- Owl Babies - So Much - All Are Welcome
	SDG 3 (Health) SDG 10 (Equality)
	WEL02, WEL03
	PSED, C&L, UW

	Autumn 2
	Let’s Celebrate! (Light & Festivals)
	- The Christmas Story - Rama and Sita - Lighting a Lamp
	SDG 4 (Education) SDG 16 (Peace)
	SER03, WEL03
	RE, UW, EAD

	Spring 1
	Amazing Animals
	- Dear Zoo - Brown Bear, Brown Bear - Walking Through the Jungle
	SDG 15 (Life on Land)
	ACA01, SER01, SER02
	UW, PSED, C&L

	Spring 2
	Growing and Changing
	- The Tiny Seed - Jasper’s Beanstalk - The Very Hungry Caterpillar
	SDG 13 (Climate Action) 
SDG 3 (Health)
	MET03, WEL01
	UW, PD, Maths

	Summer 1
	Our Wonderful World (Habitats & People)
	- Handa’s Surprise - Mama Panya’s Pancakes - Somebody Swallowed Stanley
	SDG 12 (Sustainable Use)
SDG 14 (Life Below Water)
	ACA02, COM02, SER02, SER03
	UW, C&L, PSED

	Summer 2
	Big, Brave Explorers!
	- We're Going on a Bear Hunt - Whatever Next! - Rosie’s Walk
	SDG 5 (Gender Equality) 
SDG 9 (Innovation)
	MET03, ACA03, INN01, INN03
	PD, C&L, Maths


[bookmark: _9vb9fibis6bx]
[bookmark: _8hlnb2qtiwok]

[bookmark: _mku5lcmnt91o]
[bookmark: _iqafxv6wjgn7]Autumn 1: Marvellous Me & My Community
UNSDGs: SDG 3 (Health), SDG 10 (Equality) 
TEK Focus: WEL02, WEL03
Core Texts: Owl Babies, So Much, All Are Welcome
	
	A0LD
	Nursery (2YO)
	Nursery (3YO)
	Reception

	Prime
	PSED
	Begin to separate from main carer with support from a familiar adult
Show interest in other children through watching or brief interactions
	Separate confidently from carers and settle into routines
	Building friendships, following simple classroom rules

	
	C&L
	Use gestures, sounds and single words to communicate needs and interests
	Use short sentences to express ideas, needs and feelings
	Speaking in full sentences, listening and responding to others

	
	PD
	Move confidently in a range of ways
	Develop fine motor strength through manipulation activities
	Holding a pencil correctly, cutting skills

	Specific
	Literacy
	Enjoy sharing books with adults and joining in with familiar rhymes
	Listen to and talk about stories and rhymes
	RWI Set 1 Speed Sounds, blending CVC words

	
	Maths
	Explore objects through sorting and matching
	Count objects in play up to 5
	Numbers to 5, comparing groups, 1 more/1 less (White Rose)

	
	UW
	Explore the immediate environment using senses
	Talk about familiar people and places
	Identifying how we are the same and different

	
	EAD
	Engage in simple pretend play linked to home and routines
	Use role play to act out family and community experiences
	Drawing family pictures, singing action songs

	Outdoor Opportunities
	· Collect natural materials for self-portraits
· Build dens for ‘Owl Babies’ or homes for teddies
· Water play with pouring and filling containers
· Chalk self-portraits and number lines on the playground

	Enrichment Opportunities
	· Invite families in for a ‘Getting to Know Us’ week
· Local walk to explore our community (post box, shop, library)
· Meet a community helper (nurse, police officer, etc.)



[bookmark: _r2hjpz5vbhks]Nursery (2-Year-Olds)
· PSED: Begin to separate from main carer with support from a familiar adult
· PSED: Show interest in other children through watching or brief interactions
· C&L: Use gestures, sounds and single words to communicate needs and interests
· PD: Move confidently in a range of ways
· Literacy: Enjoy sharing books with adults and joining in with familiar rhymes
· Maths: Explore objects through sorting and matching
· UW: Explore the immediate environment using senses
· EAD: Engage in simple pretend play linked to home and routines
[bookmark: _vs5coneyvsj3]Nursery (3–4-Year-Olds)
· PSED: Separate confidently from carers and settle into routines
· C&L: Use short sentences to express ideas, needs and feelings
· PD: Develop fine motor strength through manipulation activities
· Literacy: Listen to and talk about stories and rhymes
· Maths: Count objects in play up to 5
· UW: Talk about familiar people and places
· EAD: Use role play to act out family and community experiences
Reception:
· PSED: Building friendships, following simple classroom rules
· C&L: Speaking in full sentences, listening and responding to others
· PD: Holding a pencil correctly, cutting skills
· Maths: Numbers to 5, comparing groups, 1 more/1 less (White Rose)
· Phonics: RWI Set 1 Speed Sounds, blending CVC words
· UW: Identifying how we are the same and different
· EAD: Drawing family pictures, singing action songs

[bookmark: _515ubg3yaca9]Outdoor Opportunities
· Collect natural materials for self-portraits
· Build dens for ‘Owl Babies’ or homes for teddies
· Water play with pouring and filling containers
· Chalk self-portraits and number lines on the playground

[bookmark: _2j84cnerdc6u]Enrichment Opportunities
· Invite families in for a ‘Getting to Know Us’ week
· Local walk to explore our community (post box, shop, library)
· Meet a community helper (nurse, police officer, etc.)

[bookmark: _5ho720eyplei]
[bookmark: _b9s0vdv8sdi2]

[bookmark: _svmhsv1v6ajq]Autumn 2: Let’s Celebrate! (Light & Festivals)
UNSDGs: SDG 4 (Education), SDG 16 (Peace & Justice) 
TEK Focus: SER03, WEL03
Core Texts: Rama and Sita, Lighting a Lamp, The Christmas Story
[bookmark: _4foyv5wclqvb]Nursery (2-Year-Olds)
· PSED: Express emotions through facial expressions, sounds or single words
· C&L: Enjoy listening to songs, rhymes and simple stories
· PD: Begin to show control when using simple tools
· Literacy: Join in with familiar rhymes and repetitive phrases
· Maths: Explore shapes and space through play
· UW: Show interest in people, traditions and celebrations
· EAD: Explore colours, textures and sounds through creative activities
[bookmark: _1jfzpw85iqwc]Nursery (3–4-Year-Olds)
· PSED: Use simple words to talk about feelings and experiences
· C&L: Ask simple questions and respond to others
· PD: Use one-handed tools safely
· Literacy: Join in with repeated refrains and predictable language
· Maths: Recognise simple patterns and begin to create their own
· UW: Talk about similarities and differences in celebrations
· EAD: Experiment with colour, texture, shape and form
Reception:
· PSED: Talk about similarities and differences in celebrations
· C&L: Retell a story in sequence, using role play and props
· PD: Use one-handed tools, build with small bricks
· Maths: Shape exploration, positional language, sequencing events
· Phonics: Consolidate Set 1 sounds, begin word blending
· UW: Explore Diwali, Hanukkah, Christmas
· EAD: Role play celebrations, create festival-themed art

[bookmark: _34k8d4wf2hmq]Outdoor Opportunities
· Chalk Rangoli and star patterns on the playground
· Firework dancing with ribbons and scarves
· Lantern walks using battery tea lights
· Large-scale shape hunts and sorting

[bookmark: _r6cvxq3v2r6c]Enrichment Opportunities
· Visit from community members sharing festival traditions
· Light and celebration stay-and-play sessions with families
· End-of-term winter celebration with songs, crafts, and storytelling
[bookmark: _ukt5gj5620b8]
[bookmark: _w0fgraq79po7]

[bookmark: _cosqwnknos2h]Spring 1: Amazing Animals
UNSDGs: SDG 15 (Life on Land) 
TEK Focus: ACA01, SER01, SER02
Core Texts: Dear Zoo, Brown Bear, Walking Through the Jungle
[bookmark: _7e128i4599d]Nursery (2-Year-Olds)
· PSED: Begin to show care for living things with adult modelling
· C&L: Copy sounds and words linked to animals
· PD: Move in different ways, copying animal movements
· Literacy: Show interest in pictures and sounds in animal books
· Maths: Begin to count small sets through play
· UW: Show interest in animals and natural materials
· EAD: Engage in pretend play using animal toys and puppets
[bookmark: _1dv0xb5d2kbj]Nursery (3–4-Year-Olds)
· PSED: Show care and concern for animals and the environment
· C&L: Use an increasing range of vocabulary linked to animals
· PD: Use tools and equipment safely in animal-themed activities
· Literacy: Listen to and talk about animal stories and information books
· Maths: Compare amounts and sizes using animal contexts
· UW: Begin to understand similarities and differences between living things
· EAD: Use materials purposefully to create animal representations
Reception:
· PSED: Take turns and share responsibility for class pets
· C&L: Describe animals using full sentences, ask questions
· PD: Create animal obstacle courses
· Maths: Number bonds to 5, counting to 10, comparing weight/size
· Phonics: Blend and read simple CVC words; begin Set 2 sounds
· UW: Carnivores/herbivores, animal habitats
· EAD: Animal dances, junk model zoos

[bookmark: _j0lx1hk6jpxb]Outdoor Opportunities
· Set up animal trails and tracks for exploration
· Create habitats in the mud kitchen or garden
· Act out animal stories with movement in open space
· Go on an animal scavenger hunt

[bookmark: _kow4cmpw96tz]Enrichment Opportunities
· Visit from a vet or animal handler
· Farm or petting zoo trip
· Set up a class “pet corner”
· Role play animal rescue centre with soft toys and props
[bookmark: _z5szlmhsihoy]
[bookmark: _5e10qd80heez]

[bookmark: _o5fyavtnl9dc]Spring 2: Growing and Changing
UNSDGs: SDG 13 (Climate), SDG 3 (Health) 
TEK Focus: MET03, WEL01
Core Texts: The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Jasper’s Beanstalk, The Tiny Seed
[bookmark: _x464s9v6a6e6]Nursery (2-Year-Olds)
· PSED: Show awareness of own needs and routines
· C&L: Develop vocabulary around familiar experiences
· PD: Explore fine motor control through planting and sensory play
· Literacy: Enjoy books about growing and change
· Maths: Use language such as big, small, more and all gone
· UW: Notice changes in the environment
· EAD: Explore materials freely to represent growth
[bookmark: _6vhqk59wi611]Nursery (3–4-Year-Olds)
· PSED: Show increasing independence in self-care routines
· C&L: Use language to talk about growth and change
· PD: Develop control when using tools for gardening and making
· Literacy: Sequence and talk about familiar growth stories
· Maths: Combine and compare groups in practical contexts
· UW: Talk about what plants and animals need to grow
· EAD:Experiment with pattern and symmetry in natural materials
Reception:
· PSED: Talk about healthy eating and hygiene
· C&L: Retell growth stories with vocabulary like first/next/then
· PD: Weeding, digging, planting
· Maths: Doubling, halving, measuring height and time
· Phonics: Secure Set 1; read and write simple captions
· UW: Life cycles, growth diary
· EAD: Bean stalk models, symmetrical butterflies

[bookmark: _vaydm8sov6qe]Outdoor Opportunities
· Prepare garden beds or grow plants in containers
· Set up a nature hunt or mini beast hotel
· Explore puddles, mud, buds and blossom
· Create obstacle courses using logs and crates

[bookmark: _jufzy1jth1h]Enrichment Opportunities
· Grow cress or beans in class with observation journals
· Visit a local garden centre, park or allotment
· Spring picnic with home-grown or healthy snacks
· Care for class caterpillars or frogspawn (if available)

[bookmark: _yy1uezrkebb]Summer 1: Our Wonderful World (Habitats & People)
UNSDGs: SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption), SDG 14 (Life Below Water) 
TEK Focus: ACA02, COM02, SER02, SER03
Core Texts: Handa’s Surprise, Somebody Swallowed Stanley, Mama Panya’s Pancakes
[bookmark: _itoxd9fqaonw]Nursery (2-Year-Olds)
· PSED: Begin to show care for living things and the environment
· C&L: Use new words from outdoor and sensory experiences
· PD: Enjoy physical play outdoors in natural environments
· Literacy: Draw and label pictures of animals and places with support
· Maths: Count and compare natural objects
· UW: Explore natural materials through sensory play
· EAD: Create art using natural materials
[bookmark: _mrgzzfz7nm4z]Nursery (3–4-Year-Olds)
· PSED: Make choices that show care for the environment
· C&L: Ask questions and give explanations about the natural world
· PD: Use tools safely in outdoor construction and planting
· Literacy: Write or mark-make simple facts about the world
· Maths: Use number skills in meaningful environmental contexts
· UW: Explore and talk about local and global environments
· EAD: Use recyclable materials to create purposeful models
Reception:
· PSED: Learn how to care for the environment
· C&L: Use story maps to retell global tales
· PD: Making healthy meals, outdoor play
· Maths: Number to 20, patterns in the environment
· Phonics: Read longer words, write captions and labels
· UW: Map work, habitats around the world
· EAD: Create ocean scenes, collage world flags

[bookmark: _bo0p02wfo8oo]Outdoor Opportunities

· Plant vegetables or flowers and observe growth
· Sort recycling in outdoor role play area
· Build habitats for bugs and birds
· Use natural materials to build and compare patterns or shapes
· Eco scavenger hunts: find and describe nature's colours, textures, or shapes


[bookmark: _dyylpusweoxx]Enrichment Opportunities

· Earth Day or Eco Week celebration
· Litter-picking walk or school grounds clean-up
· Family nature trail or picnic
· Invite local community member (gardener, farmer, park ranger) to talk about environmental work
· Create a class book or video: “How We Help Our World”
[bookmark: _w4h6uxxukc5o]
[bookmark: _4cm4m63wufci]

[bookmark: _xt2bdcaow1dl]Summer 2: Big, Brave Explorers!
UNSDGs: SDG 5 (Gender Equality), SDG 9 (Innovation) 
TEK Focus: MET03, ACA03, INN01, INN03
Core Texts: We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, Rosie’s Walk, Whatever Next!
[bookmark: _ike8bv9ezcdb]Nursery (2-Year-Olds)
· PSED: Show curiosity and confidence in new experiences
· C&L: Use talk to think through exploration activities
· PD: Develop gross motor skills through climbing and obstacle play
· Literacy: Begin mark-making to record discoveries
· Maths: Count and compare objects collected during play
· UW: Explore natural environments through sensory play
· EAD: Engage in role play linked to journeys and adventures
[bookmark: _6cpmglick6ao]Nursery (3–4-Year-Olds)
· PSED: Demonstrate perseverance when facing challenges
· C&L: Retell stories with adventurous themes
· PD: Plan and complete physical challenges
· Literacy: Create labels, maps or lists for imaginary adventures
· Maths: Describe sequences of events using first, then and now
· UW: Compare environments and habitats
· EAD: Design and make models related to exploration
Reception:
· PSED: Talk confidently about school readiness
· C&L: Plan and act out imaginary journeys
· PD: Develop confidence in sports and climbing
· Maths: Explore direction and distance, review all number skills
· Phonics: Read decodable books; write simple stories
· UW: Learn about explorers (e.g. Neil Armstrong)
· EAD: Space dancing, music making, storytelling

[bookmark: _fpvp18hnsxeb]Outdoor Opportunities

· Create and navigate obstacle courses representing exploration routes
· Nature scavenger hunts focusing on plants, animals, and natural features
· Build dens and shelters using natural materials
· Role play exploration scenarios outdoors


[bookmark: _owaoprknby8m]
[bookmark: _33p7hzi65ttu]Enrichment Opportunities

· Invite a local explorer, adventurer, or ranger to talk with the children
· Visit a nearby nature reserve, park, or museum with an exploration focus
· Organise a “Big Brave Explorers” challenge day with physical and creative tasks
· Family adventure day with activities promoting curiosity and courage
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